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TEENAGERS—HERE OR WHERE?
Six steps to a successful youth shelter

Teenagers will get together outside
in places and at times to suit
them. Socialising and learning to
relate to each other away from direct,
adult supervision is part of
development. If they have nowhere
of their own to meet they will adopt
somewhere designed for others with
inevitable results. And a group of
young people hanging out together
can be regarded as intimidating. So
is it a problem to solve or a need to
cater for?

Responsible communities across the
UK are increasingly catering for the
basic, social need of their teenagers
for a safe place of their own to meet
friends by providing purpose-built,
low maintenance outdoor seating,

generally referred to as youth
shelters.
Youth shelters are inclusive,

specifically designed to attract and
withstand the attention of all 12-16
year olds. They are effective on their
own and can also be added to
existing active play and sports
facilities such as ball courts and
skateparks to extend the community
benefit to include those unwilling or
unable to take part.

And by drawing 12-16 year olds
away from the unsuitable places they
meet now, a youth shelter removes
the opportunity to offend and
intimidate others, precisely the types
of behaviour that make people feel
less safe. Although funding is always
a consideration, youth shelters are
attractive to funding bodies because
they are tangible, quick to deliver
and have the endorsement of the
Police and Government.

They also appeal to the local Council
adopting them as they are one-off
capital projects with long term
benefits, minimal support costs and
no employment or HR issues.

However, whether or not a youth
shelter is right for your community
has to be decided locally and the
process provides the opportunity to
engage local teenagers in their
community often for the first time.

Picking up on the local theme, Steve
Evans, Founder and Managing
Director of youth shelter specialists,
rekk Limited, says “A recent Audit
Commission report concluded that
still too little attention is paid to what
teenagers actually want, namely,
activities that are cheap, cool and
close by. They also want continuity
and are frustrated by schemes that
open then close due to lack on
revenue funding.”

“The youth centres being provided
by Government will, by definition,
be few and far between. They need
to be supplemented with more
widespread and informal provision,
such as youth shelters, to cater for
the local needs of more young
people, particularly the ‘hard to
reach’ groups, in places they actually
want and can afford to be.”

If you are considering or consulting
on teenage provision, youth shelters
will be mentioned.

To encourage and inform the debate
youth shelter specialists rekk
Limited have published the third
edition of their free guide ‘6 steps to
a successful youth shelter’.

Copies are available free from rekk
Limited 0800 6120 111 or via
www.rekk.co.uk.
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No matter how you look at it advertising in
The Playing Field really does bring rewards!

Each January, April, July and October 15,000 copies are

distributed throughout 18 English counties free of charge.

(@) K=Y \'/= I [ For a copy of the 2010 Advertising Rates contact

01865 883488 or email opfa@ruralnet.org.uk
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) FENCING

UK Manufacturer and Installer of:
e Sports Fencing in heights from 1.0m up to 10m

¢ Playground fencing and gates to BS1722
part 9 and to EN1176 test probe requirements

* Multisport Areas fully tested with Kitemark
Certification to BS EN 15312:2007

* Teenage ‘Meeting Houses' in various segment
forms

FENCING, SPORTS & AMENITY PRODUCTS

¢ Vertical bar fencing and gates to BS1722
Part 9:2000

¢ A large range of street furniture and amenity

products
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STEELWAY
Fensecure

EXPERTS IN STEEL

T: 01902 490919 F: 01902 490929
E: sales@fensecure.co.uk www.steelway.co.uk
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Proludic revamp Marmion Park

Last year a ‘green space’ in Marmion Estate on
the St Ann’s estate in Nottingham was proving
to be a problem for many of the residents.

With few activities to inspire them, children used
this space as a ‘kick about’. Unfortunately this
I location is densely housed on all sides and
neighbours viewed these games as a nuisance.
Balls often ended up in gardens or windows!

A solution was needed: a place for the children
to play safely and without causing damage to
other people’s property.

Inspired by the acquisition of funding from the government’s Pathfinder scheme, Nottingham City Council decided to
create a play area nearby. This would be for all ages, with additional provision for ball games. They chose local
playground manufacturer Proludic to create a play space that fulfilled the brief.

As a result the Ballcourt has been installed with 3m fencing surrounding it to confine the ball to the games area. Keen
to limit the impact of these ball games on the wider community, the panels of Proludic’s Ballcourt are fitted with an
integrated noise reduction system along with a robust frame, which means the local children can now play ball games,
without causing irritation to other residents.

The new play area also boasts a host of exciting, dynamic kit. Children of all ages can swing, slide, climb, balance
and traverse on the wide variety of equipment now available to them.

Marmion Park was opened in June 2009 by Councillor Dave Trimble, of the Dunkirk and Lenton Ward and Portfolio
holder for Leisure, Culture and Customs. Councillor Trimble said of the space: ‘The new facilities have brightened
the park and provided more play, sport and fun for local children and families. It has been a major investment with
plans put together based on the wishes of local residents. I hope the park will give lots of enjoyment for many years,
and will encourage children and families to use it for a whole range of healthy play and exercise.’

Getting the right insurance needn’t be a game!

Do you run a parish council and struggle to find insurance that suits what you do at an affordable cost? At Aon we
could help take the hassle out of finding the right insurance at the right price.

With over 40 years experience in dealing with parish, town and community councils, Aon is the UK’s leading
insurance broker, with a tailored policy that caters for the specific needs of your organisation.

Recently, one council approached Aon when their insurance was up for renewal with a particular focus on how to best
insure it’s skate park. We managed to negotiate an insurance policy that dramatically reduced their annual premium
while maintaining broad cover in the event of a public liability claim.

Vicky Jacomb, the team leader of new business at Aon, advises that her team aims to find the most accurate policy for
their clients, which in turn could lead to a more affordable premium. This means that any savings can then be spent on
other worthy areas in the community.

For a FREE no obligation quotation or for more information on our insurance, please contact us on
0845 600 1682, or email localcouncils@aon.co.uk

Telephone calls may be monitored or recorded. Aon Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services
Authority in respect of insurance mediation activities only.

Aon Limited, 8 Devonshire Square, London EC2M 4PL. Registered in London no. 210725.
A member of British Insurance Brokers’ Association. FP ref:5243-LC-1208
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l [ | Does your club have Clubmark?
Clubmark is the nationally recognised kitemark for junior sports clubs in England.

To make sure your club can be promoted as a quality club you should consider

working towards Clubmark.
For more information, please contact Anna Quick, Sports Development Officer
(Clubs and Organisations) on anna.quick@nottscc.gov.uk or 0115 9772218

FORTHCOMING WORKSHOPS FOR YOUR CLUB AND COACHES....

A Club for All 1* October 2009 0Old Council Chambers, Beeston
Safeguarding and Protecting Children 6" October 2009 Portland Leisure Centre
Marketing and advertising your club 13" October 2009 Ashfield District Council
Emergency First Aid 14™ October 2009 Kelham Hall, Newark
Fundamentals and Multi Skills: 20™ October 2009 Portland Leisure Centre

Practical Ideas
For more information on other workshops, or to book a place, please visit www.intosport.org.uk, or call 0115 9773464

(Apologies if this newsletter reaches you after these dates but why not make a note of the Intosport website
and go online to check out when the next workshops are taking place?)

SPORTS CLUBS!

Did you know....there is a sports development officer in your area waiting to hear from you!
If you aren’t already in touch with your local officer, get in touch and see how they can help your club.

Ashfield District Council Carol Hallam 01623 406279 c.hallam@ashfield-dc.gov.uk
Bassetlaw District Council Brett Frost 01909 534142 brett.frost@bassetlaw.gov.uk
Broxtowe Borough Council Chris Laxton-Kane 01773 770100 Chris.laxtonkane@broxtowe.gov.uk
Gedling Borough Council John Sturgess 01159013704 john.sturgess@gedling.gov.uk
Gedling Borough Council Steve Ince 01159013634 steve.ince@gedling.gov.uk
Mansfield District Council Martin Cook 01623 463371 mcook@mansfield-de.gov.uk
Newark & Sherwood D. C. Holly Powell 01636 655291 holly.powell@nsdc.info
Nottingham City Council Paul Douglas 01159152717 paul.douglas@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Rushcliffe Borough Council Andy Pike 01159 148279 APike@rushcliffe.gov.uk
Advertising in Your Comments and CPFA Insurance
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If you would like to advertise in Association has negotiated a very
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